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Deal Puts CU’s
Name On Bins
For Recycling

By Lauralee Ortiz, Correspondent

DETROIT, Mich.-A unique contest spon-
sored by Michigan First Credir Union here has
landed the faces of frve members along with
their positive CLT messages on several recycle
bins ar Wayne State University in Detroir.
“When we were approached to advertise on
the recycle bins across campus ar Wayne
Srate, it was so unusual thar ir inspired us o
think oumide the box.” said Sandra Tomlin,
Marketing Direcror, Michipan Firsr. “We
announced the contest and had nearly 120
members enter, which helped us caprire pos-
itive testimonials for our future advertising,”
To enter, members had to submic a starement
aboutwhy they like doing business with Michi-
gan First, Tomlin said. The five winners each
received $100 and had their plomures taken for
e in this and other ClU-related campaigns,
including its MoneyWorls branding effort.
Tomlin zaid the members’ larger-than-life
mugs along with the CLUT logo and their win-
ning quotes will be plastered on  the
bins—placed straregically across the campus to
collect cans, bottles and newspapers—through
Oictober
The one-year contract with Outdoor Media
Parmers allows Michigan Fint adverdsing
space on five of ar least 20 bins ac Wayne Stae.
Tomlin smid the in-house campaign oost
$16,500 or $275 per month for each bin.
*The company grve us a break on the price
becanse we purchased five bins and they were
happy we wanred more than one,” she said.
“The cost for ome bin was originally $425."
As part of the deal, she said Outdoor
Media Farcners printed 10 of the bin posters
arna cost o the CLT

Michas! D. Poulos, CEO, center, awarded $100 checks fo each of the wimers of the “Why
Michigan First is the only place | do my banking”

“On the smaller panel, we listed all of the
ATMs we have on campus as well as the oo
on-campus branch locations.” Tomlin said
“The larger panel has cheir face, their name
and why chey bank at Michigan Firsc.”

The campaign sared with a month long
contest thar was promoted on campus. Tom-
lin said the space on the recycle hins showed
the outline of a person holding a $100 hill
and the messzage: “This could be you™ along
with entry informarion.

“Our commitment of quality service and
comvenience to our membiers was mirrored in
the preat comments from members who
entered our contest,” said Michael Poulos,
CEO of Michigan First “This novel adwertis-
ing on recycle bins gives us a chance ro spread
the word on campus about the producs and
services our credic union has w offer oo sraff,
faculry, students and alumni.™

Winner Harriett Russell, for example, said
her father encouraged her to join MPCLT

“My father would take me with him when
he wvisited the credit union,” wrote Russell, a
social worker at Boynton Elementary/Middle
School in Deetroir. *He raughe me thar saving

money i the essence of life becanse its the
avenue o achieving your poals.”

Cheryl Griffin, who works ar Detmic Public
Schools, stared, “Banking ar Michigan First has
the three C: Complete handling all of my bank-
ing needs; Consistent with prompe and thor-
ough service, and Courteous staff ar all imes.”

Others called it 2 one-stop shop thar was con-
venient, friendly and accessible, she said. The
credit union has asked each winner to keep
track of the comments they get from people
who recognize them from the recyde hins.

The entrants thar did nor win may be con-
tacred for future advertising campaigns.

“We got a bunch of grear estimonials,”
Tomlin said. “WeTe planning o ask if we can
use them for other promorions.”

Ome of Michigan Firsts goals is o become
more visihle to i Wiyne Stare Universiry
audience, which makes up a huge portion of
its membership and prospective membership.
Michigan First serves Dietroit Public Schools,

State University, University of Detroit
and hundreds of other schools and education-
al groups in Michigan. It has more than 3385

million in assets and ower 70,000 members.
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